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Right from creation, God have 

been so much interested in the peaceful 

co-existence of man. Evidence of this 

can be seen in the Holy Bible ,example 

in Hebrews chapter twelve verse 

fourteen ( Heb.12:14 ), which says 

follow peace with all men or make every 

effort to live in peace with everyone and 

be holy without which no man can see 

the Lord. Also, in Psalms chapter four 

verse fourteen (psalms 4:14), it says, 

depart or turn from evil and do good, 

seek peace and pursue it. Therefore, 

from the two Bible passages, it becomes 
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Abstract 

 Information Technology is the study, design, development, 

implementation, support or management of computer-based 

information systems, particularly software applications and computer 

hardware.  IT deals with the use of electronic computers and computer 

software to convert, store, protect, process, transmit, and securely 

retrieve information. This paper examines the role of information 

technology in refocusing peace in Nigeria. The paper covers the use of 

information technology for job creation, good governance and reduce 

insecurity aimed at maintaining peace in Nigeria. It was recommended 

among others that for peace to reign in Nigeria, IT must be fully 

integrated and utilized for crime control, good governance and job 

creation. 
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obvious that for peace to reign in this 

country everyone should make serious 

effort to pursue peace, so that there will 

be peaceful co-existence among citizens 

of this country. Peace according to 

Oyebamiji as cited in Agwu, (2012) is 

the state of quiet, calm response, public 

tranquility, freedom from war, and 

concord of ideas among different 

people. Peace is  also a form of 

developing a deep sense of concern and 

solidarity with the less privileged, 

courage to act in a non- violent way 

against injustices in one’s own 

community and in the nation, an 

acceptance of responsibility by each for 

maintenance of peace(Agwu,2012). One 

of the ways of pursuing peace in this 

country is through the use of modern 

technology-information technology. 

Information technology (IT), as 

defined by the Information Technology 

Association of America (ITAA), is the 

study, design, development, 

implementation, support or management 

of computer-based information systems, 

particularly software applications and 

computer hardware. (Alfrifa et al, 

2016)IT deals with the use of electronic 

computers and computer software to 

convert, store, protect process, transmit, 

and securely retrieve information. IT is 

the improvement in the variety of human 

and organizational problem –solving 

endeavors through the design, 

development, and use of technologically 

based systems and the processes that 

enhance efficiency and effectiveness of 

information in a variety of strategic, 

tactical, and operational situation. This 

is accomplished through critical 

attention to the information humans in 

problem –solving tasks and in the 

provision of technical aids, including 

electronic communication and 

computer-based systems of hardware 

and software and associated processes. 

Bamiro   cited in Afrifa   et al (2016) 

defined IT as the use of electronic 

devices for sending-out, storing and 

receiving information. Information and 

communications technology is an 

umbrella that involves any 

communication application or device, 

encompassing; television, radio, satellite 

systems, cellular phones, computer 

hardware and software. This is 

accomplished through critical attention 

to the information humans in problem –

solving tasks and in the provision of 

technical aids, including electronic 

communication and computer-based 

systems of hardware and software and 

associated processes.  

Information technology 

education is skill and craft oriented. It is 

work based learning, which perceive 

learning as a continuous process 

grounded with experience. It plays the 

role of equipping Individuals with skills, 

knowledge and attributes that will 

enable them to engage in a life –time of 

productive work and retraining of 

employees so as to fit into jobs, offering 

them with entrepreneurial skills and 

development programs (Olinya, 2012 & 

Ajogwu, 2012) 
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The Role of Information Technology 

in Fostering Peace in Nigeria  

Nigeria has been faced with so many 

security challenges which have led to 

serious lack of peaceful co-existence 

among her citizens. These includes, 

poverty and unemployment, Boko haram 

attacks, militants, religious or ethnic 

wars, kidnapping, armed robbery, ritual 

killings, rigging of election, fake 

licenses, oil pipeline vandalization, 

embezzlement of public funds or piracy, 

defacing government, raping, stealing of 

critical data, examination malpractice, 

Farmers/Herdsmen clashes etc. In other 

to forestall peace in our country, the 

following areas are some of the ways 

information technology can be of help. 

 

Poverty and Unemployment 

Poverty brought about by 

unemployment is one of the major 

causes of insecurity and lack of peace in 

Nigeria. IT sees to the preparation of 

individuals for paid employment and 

self- employment. It is regarded as an 

instrument for promoting 

environmentally sound, sustainable 

development and a veritable tool for 

alleviating poverty (FGN, 2004).  The 

acquisition of skills involve the various 

training offered in IT education aimed at 

reducing unemployment and refocusing 

peace in Nigeria. Such training incudes 

data operators, software developers, 

hardware repairs and maintenance, 

computer networking, system 

developers, software engineers and a 

host of others (Olinya, 2012). It is 

evident today in Nigeria that people who 

have acquired one or more of these 

knowledge and skills are self- employed, 

even to the extent of employing others. 

Also, deployment of first class 

information technology solution and 

services can make significant 

contribution to efficiency of business 

operations and the overall productivity 

and profitability of business (Onyishi, 

2012). When Nigeria citizen are 

gainfully employed, it will go a long 

way in alleviating poverty in the country 

thereby maintaining peaceful co-

existence among Nigeria citizens and 

ensure national development. So, with 

unemployment saga in the country 

today, which has been the main cause of 

insecurity and lack of peace in Nigeria, 

acquiring IT education and skills will 

help individuals to operate their own 

businesses. 

 

Good governance 

Good governance is understood to 

denote an interaction process between 

government and society. Good 

governance is safeguarded as long as 

governmental processes are transparent, 

individuals organize themselves, express 

their priorities and demands to 

government officials. Good governance 

promotes national peace through the use 

of IT to bring out transparent 

government. The use of IT in promoting 

National peace has necessitated the 

government innovative policy to provide 

facilities and necessary infrastructure for 

the promotion of IT at all levels of 

government  
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(FGN, 2004). According to Mani cited 

in Olinya (2015), innovative policy are 

those efforts by Government that 

encourage the accumulation, diffusion, 

commercial use of new products, 

processes and services by security 

agents, education ministries and 

commerce at both federal and state 

levels. 

 

Security 

Security is defined as status of defense 

of the life-important interests of the 

personality, the society and the state 

against internal and external dangers. 

When defining the security problem the 

traditional notion ‘’ state security’’ is 

expanded taking into account not only 

the state interests, but also those of the 

person and the society and some non-

military threats-economic, information 

etc are included as a destabilizing 

factor(Albatros cited in Olinya,2014).  

National security connotes the 

protection and preservation of the 

citizens of a nation, presumably against 

premature death, avoidable ill health, the 

massive handicap of illiteracy etc. Also 

the avoidance of various indignities 

likely to confer injury, insult and 

contempt, on our lives destitution, 

penury, incarceration, exclusion, 

geographical displacement, extortion as 

in robbery and police harassment and, 

the citizens of the country therefore 

strive for healthy competition among 

themselves and other nations which 

promotes national peace. This can be 

done effectively with proper utilization 

of ICT security gadget. Many forms of 

technologies can be used such as 

surveillance cameras, social network 

analysis, biometric surveillance, data 

mining profiting, corporate surveillance, 

satellite imagery etc, to control armed 

robbery, terrorist, etc on major highways 

(Gbolade, 2011). 

 Data mining is the analysis step 

of the knowledge discovery in 

Databases. It is also an interdisciplinary 

subfield of Computer Science and it is 

the computational process of 

discovering patterns in large data sets 

involving methods at the intersection of 

artificial intelligence, machine learning, 

statistics, and database systems (Clifton, 

2010). The overall goal of the data 

mining process is to extract information 

from data set and transform it into an 

understandable structure for further use. 

It involves database and data 

management aspects, data pre-

processing, model and interface 

consideration, complexity consideration, 

post-processing of discovered structures, 

visualization and online updating. Data 

mining has been used to fight terrorists. 

Programs include, total information 

awareness (TIA) program, 

dissemination, visualization, insight 

semantic enhancement and the multi-

state anti-terrorism information 

exchange (MATRIX) (Boukaert , 2010). 

Also, the installation of a new surface 

surveillance system, under the regional 

maritime awareness capacity initiative is 

applauding. This surveillance system 

assists Nigerian Navy in enforcing 

maritime surveillance and prevention of 

illegal activities within the country’s 
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maritime domain. Also, it creates room 

for regaining the potential for lost 

national revenue through sea robbery 

and piracy (Omodara,2011) 

Through automated security 

surveillance system, national security 

can be ensured. This is ICT-based multi-

agency security room of the entire 

country situated in strategic places such 

as in Police headquarters, State Security 

Service, Presidency etc where the 

totality of the automated security 

monitoring activities across the country 

are displayed online with video, audio, 

data and graphics with command and 

rapid response channels (Nkanga,200). 

Computer surveillance involves the 

monitoring of data and traffic, example; 

Cell phone and broadband internet 

traffic (e-mail, web traffic, instant 

messaging etc) required to be available 

for unimpeded real time monitoring by 

Federal Law Enforcement Agencies. 

Social network analysis is the analysis 

of social network. It views social 

relationship in terms of network theory, 

consisting of (nodes) representing 

individual actors within the network and 

(ties) which represent relationship 

between the individual, such as 

friendship, kinship, organization, sexual 

relationships (Pinheiro, 2011 and Salami 

et al (2013). 

 

Challenges to the Use of IT in 

Refocusing Peace in Nigeria 

Notwithstanding the importance of 

information technology in refocusing 

peace in Nigeria, there have been so 

many challenges facing the use of IT   in 

refocusing peace in Nigeria, according 

to  

Lack of funding of higher education: 

Educational institutions help to develop 

the economy of a nation through various 

researches and human development. For 

instance, in the developed countries of 

the world its economy is the greatest and 

is made possible through the 

contribution of various colleges and 

universities. Poor funding has hindered 

the purchase of equipment and gadget 

necessary to pursue security. 

 Poor governance and corruption:  

Some of our leaders are corrupt and that 

is why, many of them have refused to 

integrate IT in their day to day activity 

and in handling of   public fund in other 

to ensure transparency. Also, lack of   

transparent government has disabled the 

leaders at all levels not to   fight 

corruption which is in high level in this 

country and is affecting peace and 

security of the nation. 

 Unpatriotic conducts of security 

personnel: Most of our security 

personnel are not devoted to their 

assignment due to poor 

incentives/motivation. 

 Poor power supply: The epileptic and 

sinusoidal nature of the power supply 

has being a great and concurrent 

problem affecting the IT usage for 

national security. 

Poor infrastructural development: 

The nature of the infrastructure 

development are nothing to write home 

about and this does not create room for 

IT development as a tool for refocusing 

peace in Nigeria. 
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Inadequate competent manpower   
Competent manpower in the country are 

not enough to handle IT. Therefore, 

information technology education 

should be integrated and utilized, 

including workshops, seminars and 

conferences should be organized. 

 

 Conclusion 

For peace to be refocused in Nigeria, her 

citizens must have a solid base in 

information technology so that poor 

governance full of corrupt practices, 

poverty and unemployment, and 

insecurity will be a thing of the past. The 

paper suggests that higher institutions in 

Nigeria will be well funded, so that fund 

will be available for procurement of 

facility and equipment, IT training for 

manpower development, workshops, 

conferences and seminars. 

 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations are put 

forward. 

1.  IT education shall be 

encouraged, for knowledge and skill 

acquisition and subsequent manpower 

development.  

2.  Government at all levels should 

pay more attention to the funding of IT 

so that it can be of greater help as tools 

in monitoring security system. 

3.  Our leaders at all levels should 

exhibit good character and eradicate 

corruption using IT to ensure 

transparency in their governance.  

4.  Power sector should be 

adequately funded so that the supply of 

power will be useful for the operation of 

IT so that it will be easier for the 

security stakeholders to perform their 

civic duties. 

5.  Conference, workshops and 

seminars should be organized by people 

who are responsible for IT usage when 

the need arises to update their 

knowledge and skill about the current 

issues on information technology. 
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